This article poses two main questions: can the history of genes help us understand better what the Chinese linguistic situation was some 5,000 years B.P., not to mention the population distribution in China? Consequently can the history of genes helps us in grouping the languages of China and East Asia into families and macro-families?
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Introduction
The Huīzhōu dialects are spoken in the mountainous southern tip of Ānhuī province and in an adjacent area of Jiāngxī . To the southeast of them, in Zhèjiāng , is another group called the Yánzhōu dialects. The Language Atlas of China places the Huīzhōu and Yánzhōu dialects in a common Huī group, a view that is tacitly accepted by some scholars today (e.g., Wáng 2004; Zhào 2005) but is expressly questioned by others (Cáo 1996: 9; Hirata et al 1998: 24-26) . In assessing these different positions, it is in our view particularly noteworthy that there do not seem to be shared innovations in the Huīzhōu and Yánzhōu groups which would identify them as a common entity. In the absence of evidence of this type, it seems safest for the nonce to follow Cáo and Hirata et al and view the two groups as separate.
The Huī dialects as a whole are interesting for several reasons. First of all, it remains uncertain whether they constitute a true, genetic dialect group or are merely a geographical grouping of historically unrelated speech forms. This issue remains vexing and controversial. Secondly, in a number of instances they evince intriguingly peculiar or unexpected phonological forms. And, thirdly, they present special problems for the investigator who wishes to use the comparative method to study them. The object of the present study has been to compare a set of Huīzhōu dialects of Ānhuī and Jiāngxī and construct therefrom a common phonological system or framework, to be called "Common Huīzhōu" (CHZ). The question of whether this common system (1996) Morphological Causative Formation in Shangzhai Horpa * Jackson T.-S. Sun
Academia Sinica
In the Shangzhai dialect of Horpa, an under-studied Tibeto-Burman language of northwestern Sichuan, pervasive phonological alternations occur in the morphological causative formation. This paper applies the study of this phenomenon to the analysis of the historical development of alternative modes of encoding causativity in Horpa and two related rGyalrongic languages: rGyalrong (proper) and Lavrung. Despite bewildering surface variations, Shangzhai Horpa can be analyzed as having a single consistently non-syllabic causative prefix swhich exerts pressure on the already elaborate onset system and triggers multiple phonological adjustments. The excessive allomorphy and constraints exhaust the morphological means of causation coding, leading to the rise of the periphrastic causative construction as the primary causativizing strategy in the language. By contrast, the dominant mode of expressing causativity still rests in the realm of derivational morphology in the other rGyalrongic languages where the old causative prefix *s˙-remains syllabic.
Introduction
The Qiang language is spoken in Aba Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous Prefecture in northwest Sichuan Province, China; it belongs to the Qiangic branch of TibetoBurman. There are two major Qiang dialects, Northern Qiang (spoken in Heishui County, and the Chibusu district of Mao County; roughly seventy thousand speakers) and Southern Qiang (spoken in Li County, Wenchuan County, Mao County, and Songpan County; about sixty thousand speakers) (Sun 1981:177-78) . The dialect discussed here is the Northern Qiang variety spoken in Ronghong Village, Yadu Township, Chibusu District, Mao County.
The language is verb final, agglutinative (prefixing and suffixing), and has both head-marking and dependent marking morphology.
Nouns can be defined as underived forms which can take (in)definite marking, numeral-classifier phrases and/or number marking, all of which follow the head. Aside from being the head of an NP, nouns can be used to modify other nouns directly (appearing immediately before the modified noun) or in a genitive phrase (also pre-
